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ARMY : ;
NAVY . Reference Baghdad 729 to Department. : o
AIR ' '

COM  Foreign Office disturbed by potentially serious situation

INT arising in Shatt-Al Arab as result implementation order
. RMR requiring Iranian harbor masters and pilots for berthing .at

~Abadan. - As of February 17, two ships in harbor and seven ,
in stream immobilized by order 0il company sources report ‘ -
refinery beginning shut-down because of lack of storage '
facilities. British ship which left. Abadan early- February
17 without Iranian pilot blacklisted by Iranians and o
Iraqis in turn threaten blacklist. any ship employing Iranian |
harbor masters and pilots, prevent movement and take severe |
‘measures against agents. : -

Preliminary UK instructions to Embassies Baghdad and Tehran

. state difficult for HMG to medlate and suggest leaving to

0oil companies to reflect pressures from both sides. -Embassies -
may urge moderation if they have opportunity and can do so

without offending or becoming .involved. fin dispute.

Iranian oil participants general manager to speak to
Iranian Government pointing out effect of Iraqi . 1nstructlons
will be to make 011 movements cease.at Abadan.

Foreign Offlce of opinion only economic factors will lmpress
'Iranians. .

BARBOUR

LSA REPRODUCTION FROM THIS

___CONFIDENE: - COPY IS PROHIBITED.

UNLESS “UNCLASSIFIED”
Classification :

Declassified and Approved For Release 2013/01/25 : CIA-RDP08C01297R000600010038-6



